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By his arbitrary, deceitful and brutal actions Stolypin
aroused against himself a considerable part of the popula-
tion. No other statesman has ever succeeded in drawing
upon himself the enmity of so many men and women. For
instance, all the non-Russian national groups of the Empire
were among his enemies. Furthermore, Stolypin lost the
respect of all decent people. Through his double dealing
he estranged the very Black Hundred leaders who were his
main support during the first years of his premiership.
Under these circumstances it was easy enough to foresee
that he would come'to grief. It was clear to me that since
he stubbornly clung to his post, he would-perish at it. To
what extent my presentiment was definite may be seen from
the following fact. When Dillon, the well-known English
journalist, visited me at Biarritz and inquired about con-
ditions in Russia, my reply was to the effect that some fatal
catastrophe was bound to happen to Stolypin and produce a
general change in the political situation.
My foreboding came true. On September I, 1911, Stoly-
pin was fatally wounded. The attempt took place at Kiev
during a solemn theatrical performance attended by the
Emperor, his daughters, all the Cabinet Ministers and a
great many members of the high aristocracy. The shoot-
ing was done by a revolutionary terrorist who was at the
same time a Secret Service agent. Several days later Stoly-
pin died. The Emperor bestowed a number of favours
upon the widow, while the jingoist papers mourned Stoly-
pin's death as Russia's great loss, and opened subscription
funds for the construction of a national chain of memorial
statutes. Of course, this artificial agitation soon subsided
and gave place to a sober estimate of the late Minister's
historical role.
Some of Stolypin's friends blamed his death on the head
of the Secret Service. They pointed out that the Director,
of the Police Department and the Chief of Gendarmes.